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Welcome all of our newsletter 

readers to the Term 4 edition of the 

Pilbara newsletter… and what a 

busy ten weeks it has been!

Of course, I would say the highlight 

of the Term would have to have 

been the Pilbara Mentors Awards 

Night celebration that took place 

on Tuesday 11th December at 

Gateway Village in South Hedland. 

The event was attended by 40 

guests and was an opportunity to 

recognize and thank the dedicated 

efforts of our mentors. It was also a 

time to enjoy a lovely three course 

meal,  socialize, share our stories 

and learn about what our partner, 

the Roy Hill Community 

Foundation (RHCF) is doing in our 

community across Education, Arts 

and Health. You can read more 

about this inaugural event over on 

the next page. 

Term 4 was in general, a time to 

farewell the students for the year 

and wish them well. Whether you 

were saying farewell to your 

mentee relationship, or just for the 

holiday period, it is important to 

have the chance to say goodbye 

for now. St Cecilia’s Catholic 

Primary School Coordinator 

Kainaz Corda hosted an afternoon 

tea for the school’s mentors to 

thank them for their contribution to 

the program. Again, it was another 

opportunity to eat some yummy 

food and to share mentoring 

stories from the year. 

Term 4 has also involved planning 

for 2019. We have been lucky 

enough to again secure another 

three years of funding from the 

RHCF. The RHCF held a Board 

meeting at Hedland SHS during 

December and the decision was 

made to continue supporting the 

Pilbara Mentors project. This is 

wonderful news for EdConnect

Australia and the Hedland 

Community. 

As part of the plans for 2019-2021 

we aim to grown our volunteer 

numbers as well as the member 

school base in Hedland. We are 

also looking at spreading our 

wings to the town of Newman.  

scoping study is planned for April 

2019 and will determine how and 

when we might look at training 

some Newman community 

members as volunteer mentors for 

a local school. 

On behalf of EdConnect

Australia, I wish all of our 

Pilbara Mentors a very Happy 

Christmas and New Year period. 

I look forward to working with 

you in 2019. 

- Megan Brouwer

December 2018



2018 Inaugural Pilbara Mentors 

Awards Night

Taking place at Gateway Village in 
South Hedland, attendees included 
volunteers, partners, RHCF 
members, media and local school 
staff including coordinators and 
principals.

Opening the evening was Roy Hill 
CEO, Barry Fitzgerald who 
emphasised the importance of 
mentoring programs in supporting 
young people to realise their full 
potential. Shane Cable, Chair of the 
RHCF Education Working Group 
also took the opportunity to voice 
his support of the program and 
thank attendees and mentors for 
their efforts.

The highlight of the evening was 
seeing one of the dedicated Pilbara 

Mentors, Karen Munro, receive the 
very first Pilbara Mentors Volunteer 
of the Year award which was 
presented by our EdConnect
Australia Chair, Norma Jeffery. 
Norma congratulated and thanked 
Karen for her efforts, but also 
commented that all of the 
volunteers are winners, as are the 
students that they have supported 
throughout the year. 

Karen said that she was both 
surprised and honoured by the 
award. She was particularly 
thankful to her employer, Goodline
who have supported her to be a 
Pilbara Mentor since 2016. As 
mentoring takes place during school 
hours, the support and 
encouragement of our volunteer’s 

employers in the region is vital to 
the success of the program. 

Congratulations again Karen, we are 
lucky to have you on board. We 
would also like to thank all of our 
wonderful mentors for their 
incredible dedication and support 
of the program in Hedland. We wish 
you all a Happy Christmas and New 
Year. 

Last week, EdConnect Australia in partnership with the Roy Hill 
Community Foundation (RHCF) celebrated the outstanding efforts of the 
Pilbara Mentors Program.

EdConnect Australia wish to 
thank the Roy Hill Community 
Foundation for their continued 
support for the Pilbara 
Mentors program. 



International Volunteers Day 

2018

Wednesday 5th

December marked 
International 
Volunteers Day. 

In 1985, the United 
Nations recognised the 
first International 
Volunteer Day to 
acknowledge and 
celebrate the role of 
volunteers in their 
communities around 
the world. In Australia, 
International Volunteer 
Day is designated as a 
day for recognising 

volunteer involvement 
and a day in which 
organisations can thank 
their volunteers.

During 2001, the 
International Year of 
The Volunteer, the WA 
Premier announced this 
day would be known as 
‘Thank A Volunteer Day’ 
in Western Australia.

International Volunteer 
Day 2018, “Volunteers 
Build Resilient 
Communities”, 

recognizes volunteers 
worldwide – with a 
special focus on local 
community volunteers –
who contribute to 
making their 
communities more 
resilient against natural 
disasters, economic 
stresses and political 
shocks.

Find out more here: 
https://www.unv.org/in
ternationalvolunteerday
2018

https://www.unv.org/internationalvolunteerday2018


2018 has seen continued growth of the 
Pilbara Mentors program in Hedland, 
with volunteer numbers increasing from 
16 at the beginning of the year to 25. 

Term 4 Wrap Up

The focus during Term 3 
and 4 has been 
stabilization of our 
volunteer numbers and 
increasing support to 
both our volunteers and 
our member schools by 
providing access to a 
Hedland-based Pilbara 
Liaison Officer – Megan 
Brouwer. 

Highlights during Term 
4 have included:
• Recruiting for Baler 

PS so as they can 
kick start 2019 with 
4 new volunteers, 
offering both 
mentoring roles and 
learning support -
fantastic news for 
the school!

• Recruiting Suzan 
Chesson as the new 

School Coordinator 
at Hedland Senior 
High School. In our 
next newsletter you 
will be introduced to 
Suzan. 

• The development 
and finalisation of a 
nominations process 
to award a Pilbara 
Mentors ‘Volunteer 
of the Year’ at our 
Inaugural 
celebration. 

• A thank you event 
for volunteers 
hosted by Kainaz
Corda at St Cecilia’s 
Catholic Primary 
School.

• Issuing ‘Certificates 
of Appreciation’ to 
all of our fabulous 
volunteers. 

Reminder 
SCNs!

All volunteers working 
within Western Australian 
schools are now required to 
apply for a Screening 
Clearance Number (SCN) as 
part of the Nationally 
Coordinated Criminal 
History Check (NCCHC). 

EdConnect has forwarded 
all volunteers the necessary 
information to apply for the 

SCN. It is vital that this 

process be completed so 
that your SCN is issued 
before you commence 
volunteering in 2019.

If you require this 
information to be re-sent, 
please contact Megan 
Brouwer as soon as 
possible. We thank you for 
your cooperation in this 
matter. 



Visit www.edconnectaustralia.org.au or 

follow us facebook.com/EdConnectAustralia

Call us on: 

Victoria/New South Wales – 1800 668 550 
Western Australia – 08 9444 8646

Or email us at edconnect@edconnect.org.au 

and we’ll be in touch.

Chat, Share, 
Laugh, 
Support 

Suggestions, questions, or need 

to de-brief?

Contact: Megan Brouwer
Pilbara Liaison Officer
Mondays and Tuesdays
0499 030 707
megan.brouwer@edconnect.org.au

Feedback Reminder

Recently all volunteers and school coordinators were 
emailed copies of our feedback forms. We really 
appreciate hearing about your experiences over the past 
year and the information gathered helps us to improve our 
services overall and assists us to secure grants and 
sponsorships to continue what we collectively do best… 
guiding and nurturing our younger generations. If you 
require the online link to the survey, or a hard copy to be 
re-sent please contact us. 

Christmas Crackers

What kind of motorbike does 
Santa ride?

- A Holly Davidson

What did the sea say to Santa?
- Nothing, it just 
waved

Who is Santa’s favourite singer?
- Elf-is Presley

Know someone who 
would make a great 
mentor? Tell them! And 
then encourage them to 
contact Megan for a 
friendly chat. You can also 
like and share us on 
Facebook


