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As you have been notified – I am not continuing in a paid 

position with EdConnect Australia but I plan to continue to 

volunteer for the organisation.  I have been volunteering for 

two school years now at Altona P – 9 and Bayside College – 

Altona North Campus.  

On Mondays I have been supporting a Grade Six boy make the 

transition to a new school this year and in his most recent 

assessment of his spelling – he has improved from 60 words to 

170 words. On Tuesdays, I help in the Kitchen Garden program 

– supporting Grade 3 then Grade 5/6 with a cooking session. I 

must say – my standard of cooking is at about Grade 3 but that 

has not stopped me from having a go and supporting the 

students to do their best in these sessions.  

Cooking is a life skill and the range of food being cooked is 

impressive and the students eat most of it because they have 

prepared it. It is however very easy to identify the student’s 

whose Mums do all the cooking but at least they have a go. 

On Wednesday I have been helping prepare BRUNCH – a late 

breakfast at morning recess time –it is only for the primary 

students but this week they devoured eight loaves of bread!!! 

Volunteering to me means giving to the community and 

particularly to young people who are going to have our future 

in their hands. I want them to think kindly of the older  

 

 

 

 

 

generation, when making decisions about our role in their 

society of the future. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

A process I have learnt through some trauma training I 

have participated in this year is a process called PACE. 

P = Playfulness 

Utilising your sense of humour and the ridiculous to lighten 

the psychological burden of the child while in your 

presence 

A =Acceptance 

Not judging the child – they may not be who you want 

them to be but they are who they are and that is the best 

they can do right now 

C = Curiosity 

Curiosity about the mysteries of the universe, the current 

book they are reading, the current game they are playing – 

using your curiosity to promote conversations that excite 

not only you but the child you are with as well 

E = Empathy 

Stand in the child’s shoes – you are there to make it better 

for the child – not worse! 

Might be useful in your work. 

Best wishes for the festive season and beyond. 

Gaye Witney 
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Thank you for giving me such a wonderful experience. Well, now it is that time where one is asked to 

write of my experiences as a volunteer, and what a year it has been for me.  

When I decided to take on the role of volunteer assistance to children, I didn't have much of an idea 
just what it would entail or the responsibility it carried. Well, what a wonderful learning curve I have 
had and if my help has been as beneficial to the children as it has to me, then we have had one great 
learning curve. 

I walked into the class room full of nerves and I looked about me and saw all those gorgeous little 
faces looking at me, and I thought, ---oh my, I hope I can do this and so my journey began.  

The kids knew their letters, be it spelt or sounded so it was down to reading. Most of them hesitant at 
first, just getting to know me and reading to a stranger is a big thing to little ones. The first 
term passed and I was realising what was needed to get the slower ones up and confident with 
books. Second term finished and I could see where I was going and how to get there, how to 
boost confidence in them but enjoy the learning along the way. I didn't want to push too quickly. 

All kids are much the same. Give them an honest answer to a question and they will thank you for it. 
Not so much in words but with effort and understanding. Most of us know what is expected, -- kids do 
too. They just don't know how to go about it some times. Again it is time and patience, --- all kids 
respond to a positive approach. Reading a word wrong is not the end of the world, so lets explain the 
word, how it is used in the sentence and 'wow' it makes sense. We all learn at our own pace, some 
need a little more time to get their young heads around this learning thing. Home life plays a major 
part in any child's development. As a volunteer, it is up to me to ask the teachers what is happening 
at home for a child to be dropping back in standard. Knowing how to handle the child in question is a 
major thing. It comes down to understanding the child and encouragement in themselves. As we 
know, encouragement is a wonderful thing to any age. Seeing quiet progress is rewarding. A fun 
approach often helps.  

I found out by asking 'do you really understand what you are reading?' And quite often the answer 
was 'not really' so fun questions come into play. Once the child grasped the idea the rest was easy. A 
little at a time is all that was needed. Young and old alike respond to praise and this can be given out 
in different ways, as often as one sees fit. 

I am now half way through the year and am hearing little voices saying 'can I read first, please?', this 
gave me a big boost as to how I was handing the children. By the end of third term I was feeling 
pretty please with my efforts. I could see progress by all the children and both teachers told me all the 
kids had gone up in their reading skills.  

Fourth term I had 4 weeks off. A short 3 weeks of listening to 'my' kids reading and hearing 
how they have come on is so incredibly rewarding for me. No, I am not claiming all the effort as I 
know teachers also took the kids for reading. I can end the year knowing that in a small way I have 
been able to reach these children, build their confidence in themselves and set them on 
a positive direction for next year. I too have learnt as much as the children, they taught me a lot 
I didn't know of myself. What a joy and a pleasure it has been. Thanks you so much for giving me this 
experience. 
Betty, Pinjarra Primary School 2018 
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Christmas/End of year Party 

All EdConnect Australia regions have had their end of year celebration in December. In the 

Inner West region, the Grade 3 and Grade 6 students from Altona P-9 did all the cooking and 

preparation for the event. 

We had a three course High Tea. The menu included fancy rolled and flower shaped 

sandwiches, jam scrolls, savoury scones and a fruit tart. 

The school band played four tunes and were very impressive in their musical prowess. 

Julie Krause (Principal) spoke with pride about the impact that learning music has had on the 

students and the school.  

Anyone who has been watching “Don’t stop the music” on the ABC will attest to that.  

If you are interested in joining a local choir – let me know as well. 

(But I digress!!) 

 
 

Renowned music educator and conductor Richard Gill AO had a vision to see a society where 
all children have access to the unique social, emotional and intellectual benefits achieved when 

music and physical activity are embedded throughout their education. 
This passion led him to pursue the idea of establishing a music-based primary school for 

children in Kindergarten to Year 6. The Muswellbrook Richard Gill National Music Academy in 
New South Wales’ Upper Hunter Region is set to open its doors to students in K-2 in 2020, and 

will expand year on year thereafter. 

 

 



 

His lifelong friend and the Chair of the interim board for the school, Kim Williams AM, says Gill 
believed music and physical activity are transformative and empower the lives of children and 

communities like nothing else. 
Gill died on October 28 this year. He had been receiving treatment for colorectal and peritoneal 

cancer. While he’ll never get the opportunity to see his dream come to fruition, his impact and vision 
for the school will be brought to life by the team he had already established around him. 

Music and physical activity: the cornerstone of the curriculum 

Williams tells Teacher that Gill had long thought about his vision for the school, and that when he 
began working with the Mayor of Muswellbrook, Martin Rush, they found ‘a ready meeting of minds 

for the initiative’. 
‘There was a supportive council, an available building, a local conservatorium and a desire to invest 

in a different future possibility for the children in the community. Architects are being engaged to 
adapt the existing Council chambers of the Muswellbrook Shire so as to make these excellent 

premises suitable for a school from Years K-6.’ 
An establishment principal has also been chosen and will be announced in due course. According 

to Williams, Gill had a lively engagement with the planning and philosophy of the school up until his 
death. 

‘I worked closely with him in that process … our school will strive to identify, develop and nurture 
the creative capacity inherent in all children so that learning how to learn and how to think becomes 

second nature,’ Williams says. 
‘To achieve this, the school will engage in music and physical activity on a daily basis. The music 
will be based on singing and the physical activity will vary in a wide array of actions. Music and 

physical activity will therefore provide cornerstones of the curriculum.’ 
Williams explains that within the curriculum, the usual suite of academic offerings will include 

English, History, Mathematics, Science and Technology. 
‘The school will be stage-based and not age-based so that children can move freely within 

disciplines as appropriate to their capability and comprehension. Underpinning this philosophy is 
the central importance of the teacher,’ he says. 

‘The school believes that teachers interacting directly or sometimes obliquely provides the best way 
to encourage children to imagine, to create, to think, to reason, to question, to discover and 

ultimately love learning for its own sake.’ 

Bringing the vision to life 
Williams says that he cannot think of a more important subject to liberate thinking, mental flexibility 

and creativity in all children, than music. 
‘Richard fervently held a great hope that this school will be a catalyst for change. One which would 

demonstrate that all children should be given the same opportunities to succeed at their highest 
level and that talent will emerge gradually and in varying degrees. 

‘He wanted to allow children to be children for as long as possible without compromising their 
learning and without the imposition of endless and often counter-productive testing.’ 

Throughout his life, Gill believed that optimism was key to good educational vision and that music 
was fundamental to all human creative capacity, especially when everyone is gifted with the unique 

instrument of their own voice. 



‘He advocated that music and physical activity (dance, sport etcetera) when allied with the enduring 
disciplines of study, dialogue and concentrated listening provided secure lifelong resort to creativity 

– central to humanity and its better angels. He saw each of these disciplines as core to the 
rationale for the school and its manifest potential benefits.’ 

Source: https://www.teachermagazine.com.au/articles/richard-gill-music-education 

 

Appreciation Speech at Christmas /End of year Celebration 

I acknowledge the Traditional Owners of country we are meet today and recognise their 
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  

I pay my respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 
Thank you for coming today. 

My statement of appreciation today is based on the 16 Habits of Mind identified by Costa 
and Kallick. If you are interested – Google “Habits of Mind” - lots of information there for 

you to ponder. 
My belief is that these habits so relate to our role as EdConnect Australia volunteers. 

1. Persisting: (and reliability!) 
Even though we may feel that we are not progressing – we stick with the role and the 

student(s) - remaining focused and being present in the moment. 
2. Managing Impulsivity: 

Giving time to encourage the student(s) to consider options; thinking before speaking or 
acting and remaining calm when stressed or challenged; Being thoughtful and considerate 
of the situation of the student(s) we interact with – proceeding carefully and thoughtfully. 

3. Listening with Understanding and Empathy: 
Paying attention to and not dismissing the student’s  thoughts, feeling and ideas; Seeking 

to put ourselves in the their shoes – that is why some of us volunteer.  Telling the 
student(s) when we can relate to what they are expressing and holding our thoughts at a 

distance in order to respect their point of view and feelings. 
4. Thinking Flexibly: 

Because of our emotional competence – we are able to change perspective and consider 
the input of the student(s) and generate alternatives that they might not be able to 

consider. 
5. Thinking about Thinking (Metacognition): 

Being aware of our thoughts, feelings, intentions and actions and knowing what we do and 
say affects the student(s),  we are willing to consider the impact of the choices we make 

on yourselves and the student(s). 
6. Striving for Accuracy:  

We spend our time checking for errors in literacy and/or numeracy (or any other work 
we do with the student(s)) and in doing so, we nurture a desire for exactness, fidelity & 

craftsmanship in our student(s). 
7. Questioning and Posing Problems:  

https://www.teachermagazine.com.au/articles/richard-gill-music-education


We are constantly asking ourselves, “How am I doing with this student?” We work hard to 
develop a questioning attitude in our student(s); looking for the information needed, 

choosing strategies to get information and work with our student(s) to work through the 
obstacles needed to resolve presenting problems. 
8. Applying Past Knowledge to New Situations:  

This is where we are in your element – utilising what we have learnt and supporting our 
student(s) in their learning and considering where  prior knowledge and experience can 

apply. It also enables us to apply our knowledge beyond the situation in which it was 
learned,  to show the student(s) the potential for their future. 

9. Thinking and Communicating with Clarity and Precision:  
We strive to be clear when working with our student’s speaking, reading and writing. We 
help the student(s) avoid generalizations, distortions, minimizations and deletions when 

speaking, and writing;, constantly  acting as a model for our student(s). 
10.Gathering Data through All Senses:  

We model the ability to stop and observe what we see, listen to what we hear, take note 
and talk about what we smell, taste, feel and touch. 

11.Creating, Imagining, Innovating:  
We encourage our student(s) to think about how things might be done differently from 

the “norm”. We propose new ideas; encourage our student(s) to strive for originality and 
consider novel suggestions our student(s) might make. 

12.Responding with Wonderment and Awe:  
We encourage our student(s) to be intrigued by the world's beauty, nature's power and 
vastness for the universe. We show regard for what is awe-inspiring and share with our 
student(s) what touches our heart; we model being open to the little and big surprises in 

life. 
13.Taking Responsible Risks:  

We encourage our student(s) to be willing to try new and different things yet safe and 
sane. We model facing our fears of making mistakes or of coming up short and don’t let 

this stop us. 
14.Finding Humour:  

We are willing to laugh, look for the whimsical, absurd, ironic and unexpected in the work 
we do with our student(s) and laugh at ourselves and the world when we can. 

15.Thinking Interdependently: 
We are willing to work with teachers and other students and welcome their input, 

perspective; and feedback. We abide by decisions the teacher makes even if at times we 
disagree somewhat! We are willing to learn from them, our student(s) and others in 

reciprocal situations. 
16.Remaining Open to Continuous Learning:  

We remain open to new experiences to learn from, humble enough to admit when we 
don’t know something and welcome new information in any situation. 

We are doing very important work . 
Thank you! 

 



 

 

“When you’re faced with a choice, choose to inspire, choose to 

empower, choose to stand for those who are losing the will to stand 

for themselves.”  
Orly Wahba, Kindness Boomerang: How to Save the World (and Yourself) Through 365 Daily Acts 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/54542893


As of 20/12/2018 

Rhonda Velkovski will be your Liaison Officer for the Western Region. 

Rhonda is contactable via the following communication modes: 

Rhonda Velkovski 

Liaison Officer 

Western Region – VIC 

M: 0477090027 

E: rhonda.velkovski@edconnect.org.au 

The expectation is that you negotiate your own placement for next year, if you are 

staying at the same school.  

If you wish to change schools or attend an additional school – new to you – to make 

contact with Rhonda and she will guide your process. 

If you are new and not been allocated to a school yet – please make contact with 

Rhonda so she can assist you with your placement. 

The training program for 2019 will be published in the New Year. 

I would encourage you to attend any training that is offered to keep your knowledge 

about volunteering fresh and vibrant. 

I have been advocating for some training in the current philosophical and educational 

theory of literacy and numeracy programs so that you feel that your time with students 

compliments current educational practice. 

As always – if you know of anyone who might be interested and suitable for 

volunteering in schools – do not hesitate to refer them to the EdConnect website – word 

of mouth is the best advertisement and we can never have too many volunteers in 

schools. 
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