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I have had a wonderful time during Term 3 as I visited lots of you – is there a photo of you in this 

issue?

Here we are at Term 4 already! It’s time to reflect on all we have achieved this year and start to 

prepare for an exciting new one. I am really looking forward to the events we have lined up this term 

and I am also hoping to attend some of our school’s end of year volunteer morning tea’s. Hope to 

see you soon!



Thank you!
Here at EdConnect we have been working hard to process 

nearly 900 new Department of Education screening checks for 

our W.A. volunteers. This is a step that has been requested by the 

Department of Education and is going to further improve the safety of 

our program and give schools and parents additional confidence.

It’s been a massive task and I want to sincerely thank you for your 

support. 

If you have been away or have not completed your screening form 

as yet please complete it as soon as you can.

If you would like a paper copy of the form posted out please email 

edconnect@edconnect.org.au for a copy. If you need me to re-send 

the original email instructions please let me know.

Your school can also assist you and will send your form and copies 

of your ID through to us. Don’t forget to read the instructions, the $10 

payment is not required.

Feedback? 

Suggestions? 

Questions?

Need to de-brief?

Contact:

Karen Barden

Rural Liaison Officer

Monday to Friday

Email: 

karen.barden@edconnect.

org.au

Phone: 0438 028 646

Address: Billy Dower 

Youth Centre, Dower 

Street, Mandurah

I will also be happy to meet with you in order to complete the 

screening forms. Please contact me if you would like an appointment 

on one of the following dates:

Tuesday October 24th Bunbury

Tuesday October 30th Rockingham

Tuesday November 13th Pinjarra and Waroona

Tuesday November 20th Busselton

Wednesday November 21st Cowaramup and Margaret River

Thursday November 22nd Augusta

Mandurah – various dates

Student Impact 2017

99% improved self 

esteem and confidence

99% improved social skills

96% improved literacy

89% improved numeracy

98% improved 

concentration

88% reduction in 

disruptive behavior

93% increased 

participation in classroom 

activities

93% improved student/ 

school relationships

See our latest Impact 

Statement on the EdConnect 

website
EdConnect Volunteers in Busselton

mailto:edconnect@edconnect.org.au


Events
I will be out and about at these great events to promote the 

EdConnect program this term. Hope to see you there!

Mandurah Seniors Week Expo  “Living Well “ 
Date: Friday 16 November 2018

Venue: Mandurah Seniors and Community Centre

Mini Volunteer Agency Expo 
Date: Monday December 3 

Venue: Kwinana Market Place

Communicating with Children Workshop
Date: Wednesday 7th November

Time: 9.30am-12.30pm

Venue: Wattlebird Meeting room, Upstairs Mary 

Davis Library, Settlers Avenue, Baldivis (best 

parking is in the shopping centre car park, the 

library is just past the Dome)

Morning tea provided. Bookings essential.

This workshop is designed to provide you 

with the skills required to support children 

from primary school to high school. Positive 

strengths-based communication strategies, 

communication styles and effective listening 

are just a few of the skills you will learn and 

practice in this interactive and fun workshop.

Volunteer Celebration 

Event

Alcoa Foundation have generously supported 

the EdConnect program across Peel and 

surrounds. To celebrate our success we will be 

holding this fun event.

Date: Tuesday December 18th

Time: 10am-12noon

Venue: Meadow Springs Golf Club, Meadow 

Springs Drive, Meadow Springs

Guest speakers, table prizes and a lovely morning tea. 

I’d love to see you there! 

Please contact me if you would like to attend.



EdConnect Australia and Alcoa 

Foundation partner to help 

students and volunteers
School children in the Peel region will receive additional support to successfully navigate emotional, 

social and academic issues thanks to a US$180,000 partnership between EdConnect Australia and 

the Alcoa Foundation. Alcoa has agreed to continue supporting delivery of EdConnect’s ‘Connecting 

Generations for School Success’ program in the Peel region for the next three years after first 

partnering with the organisation in 2016.

EdConnect Australia CEO Gerri Clay said the partnership would connect about 100 volunteers with 

the schools, where they would assist teachers and provide one-on-one student support. 

Ms Clay said local students would receive academic and social support while older generations 

would get an opportunity to stay active and connected with their communities. “We are pleased to be 

associated with the Alcoa Foundation and are looking forward to providing continued support in the 

Peel region,” she said. 

Alcoa of Australia Chairman and Managing Director Michael Parker said the company was proud to 

support a program with cross generational benefits. “Supporting our young people to reach their 

potential is vital but so too is supporting other members of our community,” Mr Parker said. 

“EdConnect’s programs assist both students and older volunteers, who have so much to offer.”

EdConnect volunteers, our coordinator and 

me in Pinjarra

Congratulations to all of our 

volunteers who received long 

service certificates this year.

Noreen Coombes has been 

volunteering with Bungaree Primary 

School for over 15 years!



Rural/ Peel 

Schools

Augusta Primary School

Australind Senior High School

Bungaree Primary School

Boyup Brook District High School

Bridgetown Primary School

Busselton Senior High School

Coodanup College

Cooloongup Primary School

Cowaramup Primary School

Dalyellup Primary School

Djidi Djidi Aboriginal School

Falcon Primary School

Golden Bay Primary School

Halls Head Primary School

Koorana Primary School

Leda Primary School

Maidens Park Primary School

Margaret River Primary School

Margaret River Senior High School

Meadow Springs Primary School

North Mandurah Primary School

Pinjarra Primary School

Port Kennedy Primary School

Rockingham Beach Primary School

Safety Bay Primary School

Settlers Primary School

Singleton Primary School

Vasse Primary School

Waroona District High School

West Busselton Primary School

Plus in Port Hedland

Hedland Senior High School

St Cecilia’s Catholic Primary School

Baler Primary School

EdConnect and Roy Hill 

Community Foundation 
‘Pilbara Mentors’ update

The Mentor Me partnership between 

EdConnect Australia and the Roy Hill 

Community Foundation has been announced 

as one of six finalist in the upcoming 2018 

Community Partnership Awards.

Mines and Petroleum 

Minister Bill Johnston today 

announced the six finalists 

for the 2018 Community 

Partnership Resources 

Sector Award.

The award is judged against 

three assessment criteria: 

leadership and innovation in 

establishing a partnership, 

benefits of the collaboration, 

and a demonstrated 

commitment to providing 

enduring and sustainable 

outcomes.

Education and employment, 

health and wellbeing, 

regional infrastructure and 

economic benefits are the 

focus of the six 

partnerships.

The awards are part of the 

Department of Mines, 

Industry

Regulation and Safety's 

annual Resources Sector 

Awards for Excellence, 

which also include the 

Golden Gecko Award. 

"The six finalists prove that 

meaningful and long-lasting 

partnerships can be 

achieved between the 

resources sector and 

Western Australian 

communities.

"I'd like to congratulate the 

finalists that have all shown 

a commitment to creating 

and nurturing community 

partnerships that extend 

well-beyond their normal 

obligations.

The awards will be held on 

25 October 2018.

I am pleased to announce that, 

thanks to extended support from 

the Roy Hill Community 

Foundation we have a new 

EdConnect Liaison Officer based 

in Port Hedland. Megan Brouwer 

started with us last month and will 

be working hard to expand the 

program.



Visit www.edconnectaustralia.org.au or 

follow us facebook.com/EdConnectAustralia

Call us on: 
Victoria/New South Wales – 1800 668 550.
Western Australia – 08 9444 8646

Or email us at edconnect@edconnect.org.au 

and we’ll be in touch.

EdConnect Volunteers in Augusta

EdConnect Volunteers and our 

Coordinator in Waroona

EdConnect Boyup Brook Volunteers

EdConnect volunteers and our Coordinator in Vasse. 

By the way they were participating in a world record 

attempt for the most people dressed as Dr Seuss 

characters!


